
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION – Part III 
Reference: miscellaneous Scripture 

Pastor Larry Webb 

 
There were five doctrines that characterized the protests the Protestant 
Reformers made against the established Catholic church:     
 
SOLA SCRIPTURA…salvation is through Scripture alone   
 
SOLA GRATIA…salvation is through grace alone    
 
SOLA FIDE…salvation is through __________ __________  
 
Protestant evangelical justification: “In a forensic (legal) sense 
justification means that at salvation in a singular, unrepeatable, 
irrevocable, irreversible and instantaneous act, God once and for all 
pardons (forgives) someone from all his sins and  
once and for all pronounces (or declares) that person righteous”  
 
Catholic justification: “ In a meritorious sense justification means that 
someone is justified in a progressive practical sense in part (not 
entirely) on the basis of what he does to merit or earn that justification.” 
 
Definition: Faith is believing, _____________, counting on, putting our 
confidence and reliance in something or someone.   
 
Reference: Ephesians 2:8 and 9 (see screen) 
 
Let me explain that through comparing forensic justification and 
meritorious justification.    
 
FORENSIC                                              MERITORIOUS  
JUSTIFICATION                                     JUSTIFICIATION 
(Protestant and Evangelical                    (Roman Catholicism)      
Christianity)  
 
…an instantaneous ________                 …a gradual ____________           
Reference: Luke 18:9-14  
 
…righteousness is                             …righteousness is  
____________     ____________  
 
The word impute is an ancient accounting term and means “to 
___________ to someone’s account”  
Reference: Romans 4:3b (see screen) 
  



…a sinner is _______________     …a sinner is _________  
righteous        righteous 
 
____________ righteousness is God pronouncing us righteous. 
____________ righteousness is God actually making us righteous. 
 
Reference: Romans 3:23 and 24 (see screen)   
 
…is based on faith __________     …is based on faith _________ works      

Reference: Romans 5:1 (see screen)    
Reference: Galatians 3:24 (see screen)    
Reference: Galatians 2:16 (see screen) 
 
Catholicism rebuts sola fide through citing two different biblical 
statements on justification that on the surface seem to contradict one 
another.   

Reference: Romans 5:1, “Therefore, having been justified by faith”     
 
Reference: James 2:24, “You see then that a man is justified by works 
and not by faith only.”  
 
In order to resolve that apparent contradiction James presents two 
questions in James 2:14. (see screen)  
 
First question: Can a faith that doesn’t result in tangible visible works be 
_______________ to someone?  
verse fourteen, “What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he 
has faith but does not have works?” 
 
Second question: Can a non-productive faith _________ someone? 
verse fourteen cont., “…Can faith (meaning a non-productive faith) 
save him?” 
 
First question answered:  
verse fifteen, “If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food,” 
verse sixteen, “and one of  you says to them, ‘Depart in peace, be 
warmed and filled,’ but you do not give them the things which are needed 
for the body, what does it profit?”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Second question answered:  
verse seventeen, “Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is 
dead.” 
verse eighteen, “But someone will say, ‘You have faith, and I have 
works.’ Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my 
faith by my works.” 
 
verse twenty, “But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith 
without works is dead?’  
verse twenty-six, “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith 
without works is dead also.” 
 
PRINCIPLE: __________ in Christ produces __________ (fruit) for 
Christ 
Reference: Ephesians 2:10 (see screen)  
 
Works are not the __________ of someone’s salvation. Works are the 
_________________ of someone’s salvation.  
 
The reason there isn’t a contradiction between what Paul said about 
justification and what James said about justification is because those 
men are talking about different sides of justification: 
 

 Paul is talking about the _________ (root) of our salvation 

 James is discussing the __________ of our salvation 
 

 Paul is talking about being justified ___________ ________  

 James is discussing being justified ___________ _________  
 

 Paul said we are justified from __________ perspective through 
faith in Jesus Christ.  

 James said we are justified from ___________ perspective 
through works for Jesus Christ.  

 

 Through faith, our righteousness is _____________  

 Through works, our righteousness is __________________  
 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Rom%205.1
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