
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUESTION: WHEN DOES INDIVIDUAL HUMAN LIFE BEGIN? 
Reference: miscellaneous Scripture 

Pastor Larry Webb 

 
On January 22, 1973, in the legal case of Roe vs. Wade, the US 
Supreme Court justices voted (7-2) to legalize abortion and that subject 
and practice has been an ongoing debate since that time.  
The determining question between the opposing sides of the abortion 
issue is: at what moment does actual individual human life begin? Just 
when does personhood start?     
The purpose of this message is to attempt to answer that question.  
 
Definition: Conception is the actual uniting of the male sperm and the 
female egg or ovum.  
 
Definition: Embryo is a designation we give an unborn child from the 
moment of conception through the first trimester  
 
Definition: Fetus refers to an unborn child from the three-month point 
throughout the remainder of the pregnancy meaning the second and 
third trimesters. 
 
Five biblical statements (there are more!) that support the basic 
contention that human life begins at conception: 
 
Statement One: the Bible does not make a distinction between an 
unborn child and a child after birth 
.  

Reference: Luke 1:39-44 (see screen)  
Notice this word “babe” mentioned in verses 41 and 44 is the 
Greek word “brephos” and that ancient word is used to describe 
John the Baptist in his prenatal unborn state.  

 
Reference: Acts 7:19, “This man (the new Pharaoh) dealt 
treacherously with our people, and oppressed our forefathers, 
making them expose their babies, so that they might not live.” 

 
Stephen used the word “babies” and that word described those 
infant boys born to Jewish mothers and then drowned. It’s 
translated from the same Greek word “brephos.” 

 
Putting both passages together it is interesting the same Greek 
word is used to describe a child in the prenatal position and a 
child in the postnatal position.   

 



Statement Two: to argue that someone does not become a person until 
birth is to say that God forms non-persons inside the womb 
 

Reference: Psalm 139:13-16 (see screen)  
 
 
Statement Three: in the Old Testament, if a man injured a pregnant 
woman to the extent that her unborn child died, then the principle of one 
life for one life would be put into effect 

 
Reference: Exodus 21:22-23  
verse twenty two, “If men fight, and hurt a woman with child, so 
that she gives birth prematurely, yet no harm follows, (then) he 
shall surely be punished accordingly as the woman’s husband 
imposes on him; and he shall pay as the judges determine.” 
verse twenty three, “But if any harm follows, then you shall give 
life for life.”  
The point is that this man that had caused this harm would not 
be required to give his life for the life of the child if that child 
wasn’t considered a human life.  

 
 
Statement Four: the universal physical reproduction law states that 
each thing is to reproduce after itself 
 

Reference: Genesis 1:11-12  
verse eleven, this is a creation sequence, “Then God said, ‘Let 
the earth bring forth grass, the herb that yields seed, and the fruit 
tree that yields fruit according to its kind, whose seed is in 
itself, on the earth;’ and it was so.” 
verse twelve, “And the earth brought forth grass, the herb that 
yields seed according to its kind, and the tree that yields fruit, 
whose seed is in itself  according to its kind. And God saw that 
it was good.” 

 
This phrase, “according to its kind” is repeated ten different times 
in Genesis chapter one  

 
This is called the law of biogenesis, and teaches that each 
thing reproduces after itself. That means personhood cannot 
reproduce non-personhood.  

  
 

 

 

Statement Five: conception is the generating agent for the sin principle 

Reference: Psalm 51:5, David’s confession, “Behold, I was 
brought forth in iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.” 

The sin principle is this internal invisible propensity humans have 
toward sin: sometimes called the sin nature, the flesh, the 
Adamic nature, or the old man.  

The point is that the sin principle is passed on to persons, not 
non-persons. 

 

Three things to consider for those that have experienced or have 
contributed to an abortion.  

 understand that the nature of God is to love  us no matter what 
we might have done 

Reference: Psalm 103:8-11 (see screen)  
It is important to understand that no matter what we might have 
done our sin will never be greater than God’s grace and 
mercifulness.  

 

 God doesn’t discriminate in his forgiveness from sin 
Reference: I John 1:7b, “…the blood of Jesus Christ His Son 
cleanses us from all sin.” 

 

 God forgets forgiven sins; and we ought to forget them too 
Reference: Hebrews 10:17b, (God said about those that have 
accepted Jesus) “…their sins and lawless deeds I will 
remember no more.” 

 
 


