
THE CUP JESUS DREADED TO DRINK 

Reference: Matthew 26:34-44 

Pastor Larry Webb 

 

Notice three different times in the garden (verses 39, 42 and 44) Jesus 

prayed that if it were possible, He wanted to be relieved from drinking a 

particular cup. This was a figurative metaphorical cup. So the question is, 

and what was that cup Jesus dreaded to drink? 

 

There are two common suggestions as to what that cup might have been 

a reference to: 

ONE… this cup represented the _______________ and its associated 

suffering 

 

 

TWO… the cup represented Jesus becoming the acceptable 

substitutionary _____________ for man’s sins (i.e. the atonement) 

 

Definition: penal atonement is the teaching that Jesus Christ through his 

own sacrifice was punished (penalized) as a ______________ for 

sinners, and in doing that, he satisfied the demands of justice so that 

God can then forgive our sins. 

 

Reference: II Corinthians 5:21; Hebrews 2:9; I Peter 3:18, etc 
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